BELLARIA LXXXIX

7School of Athens (Raphael)

Diogenes Laertius’ Lives of the Eminent Philosophers

VI (i) DIOGENES (412/404-323 BC)




Introduction

Diogenes, a Greek from Sinope on the Black Sea, was exiled for financial misconduct
and came to Athens c. 362 BC. He associated himself with Antisthenes, taking his
doctrine of the simple life to extremes and becoming the poster-boy for the
philosophy known as cynicism (lit. ‘doggishness’, Greek kudn‘dog’, kunikos
‘doglike’), though to judge from the first passage murism might have been better
(Greek mus‘mouse’). He attacked all forms of belief and convention—family,
politics, marriage, city, reputation, wealth, power, literature, music, social, sexual
and racial distinctions, and all forms of intellectualism (he believed in doing, not
thinking)—in the cause of total self-sufficiency, declaring himself to be a
kosmopolités (‘citizen of the universe’). As you will see from the numbering of the
passages, this and the next two episodes cover only about a third of his sayings.

Learning from a mouse, sleeping in his cloak, living anywhere

22 Through watching a mouse running about, not looking for a place to lie down in,
not afraid of the dark, not seeking any of the things which are considered to be
dainties, he discovered the means of adapting himself to circumstances. He was the
first, say some, to fold his cloak because he was obliged to sleep in it as well, and he
carried a knapsack to hold his victuals, and he used any place for any purpose, for
breakfasting, sleeping, or conversing. And then he would say, pointing to the
portico of Zeus and the Hall of Processions, that the Athenians had provided him
with places to live in.

22 MOV Beaodpevog Slatpéxovta, Kai N Te KolTtnV £TLLNTODVTA P TE OKOTOG
evAaBovpevov f) T0B0DVTA TL TGV §0KOVVTWYV ATTOAQUGTAV, TIOpOV EEeDpE TH|G
TEPLOTACEWS. TPIPwVA SITAWCAG TIPOTOG KATA TLVAG 510 TO AVAYKNV EXELV
Kai veddev adTd, TMpav T ékopicato, EvOa adTd T oLTio R, Kai TTavTi
TOTI® EYPTITO €I TTAVTA, APLOTMV TE KAl KABevSwV Kol SLadeyOpevos. dTe Kol
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ToVuG ABnvaiovug Epacke, SV TNV TOD ALOG oTodv Kai To [TouTteiov, adTd
Kateokevakéval Evolattaotal.

Mockery of all other philosophers

Peep-show show for fools

24 He was great at pouring scorn on his contemporaries. The school of Euclides he
called bilious, and Plato’s lectures a waste of time, the performances at the Dionysia
a great peep-shows for fools, and the demagogues the mob’s lackeys. He used also
to say that when he saw doctors, philosophers and steersman at their work, he
deemed man the most intelligent of all animals; but when again he saw interpreters
of dreams and diviners and those who attended to them, or those who were puffed
up with conceit of wealth, he thought no animal more silly. He would continually
say that for the conduct of life we need right reason or a noose.

24 Aewdg T N KatacoBapedoacBal tdv GAAwV. koid TV pév EvkAsiSou
oxoAnV EAeye xoAnv, TV 6¢ [TAdTwvog StatpLnv katatp v, Tovg &
ALOVUGLAKOVG AYDVOG HEYAAX BarvpaTa HwPois EAEYE KAl TOVG STIUAYWYOVG
OxAov Slakovoug. EAeye ¢ kai mg §Te pev iSoLkuBepvntag év @ Blm kol
{aTpovs Kai PIA0GOPOVGS, GUVETWTATOV EIVALTAV {DWV VOUIleLlV TOV
avOpwTovec 6Te §€ TTAALY OVELPOKPITAG KA1 LAVTELS KO TOVG TIPOCEXOVTAG
TOUTOLG 1} TOVG £TT1 SOEN Kol TTAOUT® TIEQPUOTHEVOUG, OVSEV HATALOTEPOV
vopilewv avBpwTiov. ouvexég Te EAeyev €ig TOV Blov TapeokevAcOal Seiv
A6yovij Bpoxov.


http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tou%5Cs&la=greek&can=tou%5Cs0&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*%29aqhnai%2Fous&la=greek&can=*%29aqhnai%2Fous0&prior=tou%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*%29aqhnai%2Fous&la=greek&can=*%29aqhnai%2Fous0&prior=tou%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Ffaske&la=greek&can=e%29%2Ffaske0&prior=*)aqhnai/ous
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Ffaske&la=greek&can=e%29%2Ffaske0&prior=*)aqhnai/ous
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=deiknu%5Cs&la=greek&can=deiknu%5Cs0&prior=e)/faske
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=th%5Cn&la=greek&can=th%5Cn3&prior=deiknu%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tou%3D&la=greek&can=tou%3D4&prior=th%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tou%3D&la=greek&can=tou%3D4&prior=th%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*dio%5Cs&la=greek&can=*dio%5Cs0&prior=tou=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*dio%5Cs&la=greek&can=*dio%5Cs0&prior=tou=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=stoa%5Cn&la=greek&can=stoa%5Cn0&prior=*dio%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C14&prior=stoa%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C14&prior=stoa%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5C&la=greek&can=to%5C8&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5C&la=greek&can=to%5C8&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*pompei%3Don&la=greek&can=*pompei%3Don0&prior=to%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=au%29tw%3D%7C&la=greek&can=au%29tw%3D%7C3&prior=*pompei=on
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=au%29tw%3D%7C&la=greek&can=au%29tw%3D%7C3&prior=*pompei=on
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kateskeuake%2Fnai&la=greek&can=kateskeuake%2Fnai0&prior=au)tw=|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29ndiaita%3Dsqai&la=greek&can=e%29ndiaita%3Dsqai0&prior=kateskeuake/nai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29ndiaita%3Dsqai&la=greek&can=e%29ndiaita%3Dsqai0&prior=kateskeuake/nai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*deino%2Fs&la=greek&can=*deino%2Fs0&prior=%5d
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*deino%2Fs&la=greek&can=*deino%2Fs0&prior=%5d
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=t%27&la=greek&can=t%272&prior=*deino/s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=t%27&la=greek&can=t%272&prior=*deino/s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%29%3Dn&la=greek&can=h%29%3Dn1&prior=t%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%29%3Dn&la=greek&can=h%29%3Dn1&prior=t%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=katasobareu%2Fsasqai&la=greek&can=katasobareu%2Fsasqai0&prior=h)=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tw%3Dn&la=greek&can=tw%3Dn2&prior=katasobareu/sasqai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29%2Fllwn&la=greek&can=a%29%2Fllwn0&prior=tw=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29%2Fllwn&la=greek&can=a%29%2Fllwn0&prior=tw=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C21&prior=a)/llwn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C21&prior=a)/llwn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=th%5Cn&la=greek&can=th%5Cn4&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%5Cn&la=greek&can=me%5Cn2&prior=th%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%5Cn&la=greek&can=me%5Cn2&prior=th%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*eu%29klei%2Fdou&la=greek&can=*eu%29klei%2Fdou0&prior=me%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=sxolh%5Cn&la=greek&can=sxolh%5Cn0&prior=*eu)klei/dou
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Flege&la=greek&can=e%29%2Flege0&prior=sxolh%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Flege&la=greek&can=e%29%2Flege0&prior=sxolh%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=xolh%2Fn&la=greek&can=xolh%2Fn0&prior=e)/lege
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=th%5Cn&la=greek&can=th%5Cn5&prior=xolh/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C5&prior=th%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C5&prior=th%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*pla%2Ftwnos&la=greek&can=*pla%2Ftwnos0&prior=de%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=diatribh%5Cn&la=greek&can=diatribh%5Cn0&prior=*pla/twnos
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=katatribh%2Fn&la=greek&can=katatribh%2Fn0&prior=diatribh%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tou%5Cs&la=greek&can=tou%5Cs1&prior=katatribh/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C6&prior=tou%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C6&prior=tou%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*dionusiakou%5Cs&la=greek&can=*dionusiakou%5Cs0&prior=de%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*dionusiakou%5Cs&la=greek&can=*dionusiakou%5Cs0&prior=de%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29gw%3Dnas&la=greek&can=a%29gw%3Dnas0&prior=*dionusiakou%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29gw%3Dnas&la=greek&can=a%29gw%3Dnas0&prior=*dionusiakou%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mega%2Fla&la=greek&can=mega%2Fla0&prior=a)gw=nas
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mega%2Fla&la=greek&can=mega%2Fla0&prior=a)gw=nas
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=qau%2Fmata&la=greek&can=qau%2Fmata0&prior=mega/la
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mwroi%3Ds&la=greek&can=mwroi%3Ds0&prior=qau/mata
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mwroi%3Ds&la=greek&can=mwroi%3Ds0&prior=qau/mata
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Flege&la=greek&can=e%29%2Flege1&prior=mwroi=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Flege&la=greek&can=e%29%2Flege1&prior=mwroi=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C22&prior=e)/lege
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C22&prior=e)/lege
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tou%5Cs&la=greek&can=tou%5Cs2&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dhmagwgou%5Cs&la=greek&can=dhmagwgou%5Cs0&prior=tou%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%29%2Fxlou&la=greek&can=o%29%2Fxlou0&prior=dhmagwgou%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%29%2Fxlou&la=greek&can=o%29%2Fxlou0&prior=dhmagwgou%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=diako%2Fnous&la=greek&can=diako%2Fnous0&prior=o)/xlou
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Flege&la=greek&can=e%29%2Flege2&prior=diako/nous
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Flege&la=greek&can=e%29%2Flege2&prior=diako/nous
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C7&prior=e)/lege
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C7&prior=e)/lege
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C23&prior=de%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C23&prior=de%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=w%28s&la=greek&can=w%28s4&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=w%28s&la=greek&can=w%28s4&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28%2Fte&la=greek&can=o%28%2Fte1&prior=w(s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28%2Fte&la=greek&can=o%28%2Fte1&prior=w(s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%5Cn&la=greek&can=me%5Cn3&prior=o(/te
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%5Cn&la=greek&can=me%5Cn3&prior=o(/te
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=i%29%2Fdoi&la=greek&can=i%29%2Fdoi0&prior=me%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=i%29%2Fdoi&la=greek&can=i%29%2Fdoi0&prior=me%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kubernh%2Ftas&la=greek&can=kubernh%2Ftas0&prior=i)/doi
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29n&la=greek&can=e%29n7&prior=kubernh/tas
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29n&la=greek&can=e%29n7&prior=kubernh/tas
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tw%3D%7C&la=greek&can=tw%3D%7C5&prior=e)n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tw%3D%7C&la=greek&can=tw%3D%7C5&prior=e)n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=bi%2Fw%7C&la=greek&can=bi%2Fw%7C0&prior=tw=|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=bi%2Fw%7C&la=greek&can=bi%2Fw%7C0&prior=tw=|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C24&prior=bi/w|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C24&prior=bi/w|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=i%29atrou%5Cs&la=greek&can=i%29atrou%5Cs0&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=i%29atrou%5Cs&la=greek&can=i%29atrou%5Cs0&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C25&prior=i)atrou%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C25&prior=i)atrou%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=filoso%2Ffous&la=greek&can=filoso%2Ffous0&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=sunetw%2Ftaton&la=greek&can=sunetw%2Ftaton0&prior=filoso/fous
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ei%29%3Dnai&la=greek&can=ei%29%3Dnai0&prior=sunetw/taton
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tw%3Dn&la=greek&can=tw%3Dn3&prior=ei)=nai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=zw%2F%7Cwn&la=greek&can=zw%2F%7Cwn0&prior=tw=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=nomi%2Fzein&la=greek&can=nomi%2Fzein0&prior=zw/|wn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5Cn&la=greek&can=to%5Cn5&prior=nomi/zein
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29%2Fnqrwpon&la=greek&can=a%29%2Fnqrwpon0&prior=to%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29%2Fnqrwpon&la=greek&can=a%29%2Fnqrwpon0&prior=to%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28%2Fte&la=greek&can=o%28%2Fte2&prior=a)/nqrwpon
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28%2Fte&la=greek&can=o%28%2Fte2&prior=a)/nqrwpon
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C8&prior=o(/te
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C8&prior=o(/te
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pa%2Flin&la=greek&can=pa%2Flin0&prior=de%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pa%2Flin&la=greek&can=pa%2Flin0&prior=de%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%29neirokri%2Ftas&la=greek&can=o%29neirokri%2Ftas0&prior=pa/lin
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%29neirokri%2Ftas&la=greek&can=o%29neirokri%2Ftas0&prior=pa/lin
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C26&prior=o)neirokri/tas
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C26&prior=o)neirokri/tas
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ma%2Fnteis&la=greek&can=ma%2Fnteis0&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ma%2Fnteis&la=greek&can=ma%2Fnteis0&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C27&prior=ma/nteis
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C27&prior=ma/nteis
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tou%5Cs&la=greek&can=tou%5Cs3&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=prose%2Fxontas&la=greek&can=prose%2Fxontas0&prior=tou%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=prose%2Fxontas&la=greek&can=prose%2Fxontas0&prior=tou%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tou%2Ftois&la=greek&can=tou%2Ftois0&prior=prose/xontas
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%29%5C&la=greek&can=h%29%5C2&prior=tou/tois
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tou%5Cs&la=greek&can=tou%5Cs4&prior=h)%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29pi%5C&la=greek&can=e%29pi%5C2&prior=tou%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=do%2Fch%7C&la=greek&can=do%2Fch%7C0&prior=e)pi%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=do%2Fch%7C&la=greek&can=do%2Fch%7C0&prior=e)pi%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C28&prior=do/ch|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C28&prior=do/ch|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=plou%2Ftw%7C&la=greek&can=plou%2Ftw%7C0&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=plou%2Ftw%7C&la=greek&can=plou%2Ftw%7C0&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pefushme%2Fnous&la=greek&can=pefushme%2Fnous0&prior=plou/tw|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pefushme%2Fnous&la=greek&can=pefushme%2Fnous0&prior=plou/tw|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29de%5Cn&la=greek&can=ou%29de%5Cn0&prior=pefushme/nous
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mataio%2Fteron&la=greek&can=mataio%2Fteron0&prior=ou)de%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mataio%2Fteron&la=greek&can=mataio%2Fteron0&prior=ou)de%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=nomi%2Fzein&la=greek&can=nomi%2Fzein1&prior=mataio/teron
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29nqrw%2Fpou&la=greek&can=a%29nqrw%2Fpou0&prior=nomi/zein
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29nqrw%2Fpou&la=greek&can=a%29nqrw%2Fpou0&prior=nomi/zein
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=sunexe%2Fs&la=greek&can=sunexe%2Fs0&prior=a)nqrw/pou
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=te&la=greek&can=te2&prior=sunexe/s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Flegen&la=greek&can=e%29%2Flegen0&prior=te
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Flegen&la=greek&can=e%29%2Flegen0&prior=te
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ei%29s&la=greek&can=ei%29s4&prior=e)/legen
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5Cn&la=greek&can=to%5Cn6&prior=ei)s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=bi%2Fon&la=greek&can=bi%2Fon1&prior=to%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pareskeua%2Fsqai&la=greek&can=pareskeua%2Fsqai0&prior=bi/on
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pareskeua%2Fsqai&la=greek&can=pareskeua%2Fsqai0&prior=bi/on
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dei%3Dn&la=greek&can=dei%3Dn0&prior=pareskeua/sqai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=lo%2Fgon&la=greek&can=lo%2Fgon0&prior=dei=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%29%5C&la=greek&can=h%29%5C3&prior=lo/gon
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=bro%2Fxon&la=greek&can=bro%2Fxon0&prior=h)%5C

Mocks Plato, Spartan boys, whistles, striving for goddess, Odysseus

26 Diogenes once asked Plato for wine, and after that also for some dried figs; and
Plato sent him a wholejar full. Then the other said, ‘If someone asks you how many
two and two are, will you answer twenty? So, it seems, you neither give as you are
asked nor answer as you are questioned.’ Thus he scoffed at him as one who talked
without end ... 27 Being asked where in Greece he saw good men, he replied, ‘Good
men nowhere, but good boys at Lacedaemon.” When one day he was gravely
discoursing and nobody attended to him, he began whistling, and as people
clustered about him, he reproached them with coming in all seriousness to hear
nonsense, but slowly and contemptuously when the theme was serious. He would
say that men strive in digging and kicking to outdo one another, but no one strives
to become a good man and true. And he would wonder that the grammarians
should investigate the ills of Odysseus, while they were ignorant of their own.

26 ALoy£vnG 0ivov TIoT” fInoev avtov, Tdte 88 kai ioxadag. 6 8& kepdpiov dAov
EMepPrev adT®” K 66, ‘'00,” oy, ‘€av Epw BTG SV0 Kai Vo TToca E0TLY,
Eikoow dmokpvij; o0twg o0 TE TTPOG TG aitovpeva §I8wG 0V TE TTPOG T
EPWTWHEV  ATIOKPLVY. EoKWwe 61 dG ATTEPAVTOAGYOV ...27 EpwtnOeig TToD TG
‘EAGS06 1801 dyaBois &vSpag, ‘GvSpag pév, eimtey, ‘00dapod, Toasag § &v
Aakedaipovl.’ oTIoOUSALOAOYOVHEVED TIOTE G 0VSELG TIPOOTEL, ETIEBAAE
TepeTiCev dBpoloBevTwy 8¢, mvelSloev MG ETTL LEV TOLG PANVAPOUG
APIKVOVREVWV oTIovSalwg, £TTL 6& Ta oTIovSoia Bpaduvovtwy dALYwpwg].
EAEYE TE TIEPL HEV TOD TTAPOPUTTELY KAl AaKTIlEV dywVvileoBaL ToVG
avOpwTovug, Tiepi 6& KaAokdayadiag undéva. ToUG TE YPARULATIKOVG €00 pale
Ta Hev 10D O6VooEWS Kaka dvalntodvtag, Ta o’ iISla dyvoodvTag.
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Praises second thoughts, mastering oneself, do men ring true?

29 He would praise those who were about to marry and refrained, those who
intending to go a voyage never set sail, those who thinking to engage in politics do
no such thing, those also who purposing to rear a family do not do so, and those
who make ready to live with potentates, yet never come near them after all. He used
to say, moreover, that we ought to stretch out our hands to our friends with the
fingers open and not closed. Menippus tells how, when he was captured and put up
for sale, he was asked what he could do. He replied, ‘Govern men.’ And he told the
crier to give notice in case anybody wanted to purchase a master for himself. Having
been forbidden to sit down, ‘It makes no difference,’ said he, ‘for in whatever
position fishes lie, they still find purchasers.”30 And he said he marvelled that
before we buy ajar or dish we try whether it rings true, but if it isa man are content
merely to look at him. To Xeniades who purchased him he said, ‘You must obey me,
although lam a slave; for, if a doctor or a steersman were in slavery, he would be
obeyed.’

29 ETIMMVELTOVG LEAAOVTOG YOUETV KO [T YOUETLY, KA TOVG LEAAOVTOG
KATATIAELV Ko 1) KATATIAELY, Kol TOUG HEAAOVTAG TTIOALTEVEGD AL KAl )
ToALTEVEGO L, KAl TOVG TTALSOTPOPETV KAl U TTALSOTPOPELVY, KAl TOLG
TAPACKEVALOPEVOUG CUKBLODV TOTG SUVACTALS KAl U1} TIPOGLOVTAS. EAeyE 6€
Kai SEIV TG XETPAG ETTL TOVG PIAOVG EKTEIVELV UT| CUYKEKAUUEVOLS TOTG
SakTUAOLG. PN o1 8E MEVITITIOE MG GAODGS Kai TIwAoVpevog pw T On Tl 018
TIOLELV. ATIEKPIVATO, ‘AVOPOV GPXELV” KAl TIPOG TOV KN PUKQA, KNPUooE,’ E@n), ‘€l
TIG €0€AeL SeoTIOTNV AT TIplaoBaL’ kwAvOeis kaBileaBal, ‘008ev, E@n,
‘SlaEPEL Kol yop Tovg ixfg dTIwG v kEowvTo TILTIpdokesBal.’ 30 Oavpdlely
T E@n eix0TPAV HEV KAl AOTIAS Ot OVOUUEVOL KOUTIODHEY” AVOpwTIOV & LoV TH)
OPeL apkoLpeDa. EAeye TGO ZEVIAST TM TIPLAREVED AVTOV, SETV TTeBec Bl AT,
el kad §0dA0G6 £’ kad Yap el iatpogH kuBepviiTng v SodAog, TeloOfjval dv
avT®.
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Old age, gratitude, raw meat, Demosthenes

34 To those who said to him, ‘You are an old man; take a rest,’ ‘What? he replied, ‘if |
were running in the stadium, ought | to slacken my pace when approaching the
goal? Ought I not rather to put on speed? Having been invited to a dinner, he
declared that he wouldn’t go; for, the last time he went, his host had not expressed a
proper gratitude. He would walk upon snow barefoot and do the other things
mentioned above. Not only so; he even attempted to eat meat raw, but could not
manage to digest it. He once found Demosthenes the orator lunching ataninn,

and, when he retreated further within, Diogenes said, ‘All the more you will be
inside the tavern.’

34 [1pOG TOVG €iTOVTAG, ‘YEPWV £1 Ko AOLTIOV Bveg, ‘T 8¢, &, ‘€l §6AL 0V
ETPEXOV, TIPOG TM TEAELESEL PE AveETVaL Kol pn LOAAAOV ETTLTEIVAL’ KANOEIG ETTH
Seimvov 0Ok E@n TtapEoeaBal’ unde yop POV adT® XAPLY EYVWKEVAL
YUHVOIG TTOO1 XLOVA ETIATEL KOl TAAA X Goa Gvw TIpoElpnTaL Kod MU §E KpEX
ETexelpnoe @ayelv, GAA™ 00 Sipknoe. KaTEAABE TToTe AnpocBEvnV TOV priTopa
&V TTavOoKel® apLoT®VTA. ToD & DTIOXWPODVTOG, “TOGOVT® LAAAOV, 1, ‘Eon
&V T® Tavdokelm.’

Taught by a child, gods and the wise

37 One day, observing a child drinking out of his hands, he threw away the cup from
his knapsack with the words, ‘A child has beaten me in plainness of living.” He also
threw away his bowl when in like manner he saw a child who had broken his plate
taking up his lentils with the hollow part of a morsel of bread. He used also to
reason thus: ‘All things belong to the gods. The wise are friends of the gods, and
friends hold things in common. Therefore all things belong to the wise.’ ...

37 Oeaodpevog Ttote Tatdlov Taig xepoi Tiivov £EEppLPe THiG TN PAG THV
KOTUANY, EIMWV, ‘Ttatdlov pe veviknkev evteAelq.’ E€Bade 8¢ kai TO TpuAlov,
Opolwg Ttadiov Beacapevog, ETELST KATEAEE TO OKEDOG, TG KOIA® TOD
Pwpiov TV @akijv vTTodexOpeVOV. cLVEAOYI(ETO &€ Kai 0VTWS TAOV BedV E0TL
TavTa @iAoL &€ 01 00PO1 TO1G B€0IG KoLva 8 TG TAOV @IAWV. TAVT dpa éoTi
TOV 0COPQOV...
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Cursed, courage and nature and reason, Alexander, reading

‘Get out of my light’ (Gaspare Dizian, 1689-1767)

38 All the curses of tragedy, he used to say, had lighted upon him. At all events he
was

A homeless exile, to his country dead,

A wanderer who begs his daily bread.
But he claimed that to fortune he could oppose courage, to convention nature, to
feelings reason. When he was sunning himselfin the Craneum, Alexander came
and stood over him and said, ‘Ask of me any boon you like.” To which he replied,
‘Stand out of my light.” Someone had been reading aloud for a very long time, and
when he was near the end of the roll pointed to a space with no writing on it. ‘Cheer
up, my men,’ cried Diogenes; ‘there’s land in sight.’

38 Eib0eL 5& Aéye1v TOG TPAYIKAS GPag adTd CLVNVTKEVAL Elval yodv

AToALS, GoKOG, TATPLOOG EOTEPNHEVOG, TITWYOG,

TAav NG, Blov ExwVv ToLE NHEPQV.

E@aoke & avTLTIOEVaL TUXT HEV BAPOOG, VOU® 8¢ UOLY, TTABEL §E AOYOV. £V T®
Kpaveim MALovpeve avtd AAEEAVSPOG ETILOTAG PN OLY, ‘aitNooV pe 0 BEAELS.
Kai 6g, ‘ATTooKOTNOOV oV, PNl HaKPA TIVOG AVAYIVWOKOVTOG KOi TIPOG TG
TeAeLTOD BLAlov Gypa@ov TLtapadei§avtog ‘Dappeite, £, ‘GvEpeg yiv
opd.’
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Dogs, baths, Plato’s ‘man’, time for lunch

Plato’s man

40 When Plato styled him a dog, ‘Quite true,” he said, ‘for | come back again and
again to those who have sold me.” As he was leaving the public baths, somebody
inquired if many men were bathing. He said, ‘No’. But to another who asked if there
was a great crowd of bathers, he said, ‘Yes’. Plato had defined ‘Man’ as an animal,
biped and featherless, and was applauded. Diogenes plucked a fowl and brought it
into the lecture-room with the words, ‘Here is Plato’s man.’ In consequence of which
there was added to the definition, ‘having broad nails.’ To one who asked what was
the proper time for lunch, he said, ‘If a rich man, when you will; if a poor man, when
youcan.’

40 [TAGTWVOG EITTOVTOG ADTOV KUVQ, ‘Val, E@N ‘€y® yap ETTaviiABov £TT1 TOVG
TETMPAKOTAG. €K TOD BaAavelov £ELOV TM HEV TTVOOUEV® €1 TTOAAOL AVBpwTIOL
Aodvtal npvioato’ Td &, 1 TTIOAVG dxAoGg, dpoAdynoe. [IAdtwvog
oOploapévov, AvBpwTiog £0TL MoV SITToVV ATITEPOV, KAl EDSOKIHLODVTOG, TIAXG
BAEKTPLOVA EloVEYKEV XD TOV £1G TNV OYXOATV KAl oLy, ‘00TOG £0TLV O
[MAdTwvog avBpwTog.’ 60V T dp® TTPOCETEDT TO TAATUWVUYOV. TIPOG TOV
TVOOpEVOV TTolQ DPa SETAPLOTAY, ‘€l HEV TTAOVGL0G, E@T), ‘OTaV OEAN" €1 6€
Tévng, dtav £xn.’

Purification, prayers
42 Seeing someone perform religious purification, he said, ‘Unhappy man, don’t you

know that you can no more get rid of errors of conduct by sprinklings than you can
of mistakes in grammar? He would rebuke men in general with regard to their
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prayers, declaring that they asked for those things which seemed to them to be
good, not for such as are truly good.

42 186GV TV TIEPLPPALVOHEVOV ETIEITIEY, ‘D KaKOSapov, 00k éTtioTacal 5TL
DAOTIEP TOV EV YPAUHUATIKT AUAPTNHATWY TIEPLPPALVOUEVOS OVK LV
aTaAdayeng, oHTWG 0VSE TAV £V TO Blw; EVEKAAEL TOIG AVOPWTIOLS TIEPT TG
EVXTG, ATEIOOALAEY WV adTOVG AyaBd Ta adTOTG SOKODVTH KOl 0O TO KAT
aAnOeLoy.
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